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On the Pofture of Affairs in Spain ahd Italy. The Emperor like to be in better Circumftances to 


help bis Brother the King of Spain.. On the. Fretich’s equipping 
reg The Mifchief of Money's ftagnating, and Want of Buthon 


Squadrons at Breft-and Thou- 
be Reafonablene[s of our bring- 


ing it from the Spanifh Welt Indies, to fupport King Charles, and mot let it be carry'd to Rp- 
port the Duke of Anjou. On the Affairs of Portugal, and the French Match lately talk’d of. 





From Saturday, December 18; to 


CileDnesday, December 22. 1708. 





Ob, {7 OU have brought me no News from Spain 
this great While,’ Rogers Eow go Matters 
on that Side ? 

Country-m. You have heard; no Doubt, Maftet, 
that the Enemies of our Peace rejoyce very much, 
that the French have taken Denia, aud the Town of 
Alicant, avid hope they-will foon be Mafters of the 
Caftle. The French, in their Gazette, and other 


News-Papers, make a mighty Noife of this, and. 


boaft, that now King Charles has no Strengths 1n his 
Hands, but Barcelona, Girone, and Terragona. Thus 
is the News from that Side, Matter: Pray give me 
your Opinion of it. ae 
Obf. Some People would be very well pleasd, 
Roger, that you and “I fhould keep our own Tin, 
as the Frencé-man cal!’d it, to our felves; fo that 
all ¥ fhall fay, is, that I am forry for it. TheCon- 
federate Affairs on that Side were once in a good 
Condition, had they been kept fo ; but why they 
were not, ‘t's the Butinefs of our Superiors to en- 
“quire ; whocver.had a Hand in mifmanaging 
Things there, at the Rate they have been, have a 
great deal to anfwer for. But we have Reafon to 
hope, that Matters will take a better Turn in thofe 
Parts next Campaign, that fince we are’ Mafters of 
the Mediterranean, and have Port Mahone now at 
command, and fince the Pope feems to be {0 over- 
aw d, that he dare not attempt to difturb the Houfe 
of Aufria with a new Holy League, or rather a 
Croifado, the Emperor may be in a’ Condition to 
give King Charles more effeCtual Affiftance, than he 
has hitherto done, if the private Views of fome, 
who pretend to be his Friends, and are under very 
great Obligations to be fo, don't {till embroil Mat- 
ters 11 that Country under-hand. | 
Country-m. Why, Uhope there’s no Danger of that, 
Matter ? | , 
Obf. Tdon’t know but there may, Roger. “Tis a 
true Saying, That where there’s a great deal of 
Smoak, there’s always fome Fire. There has not 
been fo much Difcourfe about a League in that 
‘Country, without fome Ground for it. The Pope 
and his Court would never have appear'd fo bare- 
fac’d againft the Emperor and King Charles, as they 
have all along done, had they not thought them- 
felves fure of Affiftance. You muft not think, 
that infatiable Covetoufnefs and Ambition is con- 
fin’d to this Side the “ps, and that there's no Men 
of great Titles, capable of receiving Bribes in that 
Country, as well as any where elfe ; and if there be 
any fuch, the French Court knows where to find 
them. But we liope, Reger, that the March of the 
German Troops, and the Concurrence his Imperial 
Majefty has had from Great Britain and Holland-in 
that Matter, has broke the Neck of thofe Defigns, 
however well they were lay‘d. pee 
Country-m. The French talk of equipptng Squa- 
drons at Bre/f and Thoulon, Mafter: Pray let me have 
your Thoughts of that ? My 
Obj. If it be fo, Roger, 1 don’t know but the 
French King has very good Reafon to think, that 
he may have more Occafion to make Ufe of his 
Fleet, than formerly ; and J hope that may gave o- 
thers Reafon to think of doing fo too, 


Country-m, What dye mean by that; Mafter? Let 
me under{tand you, 

OLf. If you- underftood your felf, Roger, you 
would ask me no fuch Queftions; Have ycu gotany 
of the Bullion from the Wef Indies yet, that you 
were in Hopes of fo long ago ? , 

Country-m. Not one Word of that, Mafter, if you 
love me; for twill put me ina Paffion, I can’t 
endure to hear, that Fack French-man fhould get 
King Charles's Money to fight with again(t himfelf ; 
and that neither her Brisi/p Majefty, nor his Ca- 
tholick Majefty, can come at a Farthing on’t.. But 
no more of that Subjeét, Mafter: I hope ’twill be 
otherwife cre, we be many Years older. 

Obf. Do you.know how many Years ’tis, eer, 
fince Lewis the XLV. {ent his Grandfon; the“Duke 
of Anjou, to ufurp the Crown of Spain ? | 

Country m. \ don’t carry Almanacks in my Head; 
Mafter, but I believe ‘tis about eight. 

Obj. Do you know who has got all the Bullion 
from the Wef Indies {ince that Time, Roger? and 
how much of it hag been coin’d at - - - +? 

Country-m. Not I, Mafler; get it who will, I 
have got none of it; 1am fure f want it to pay 
my Landlord his Rent this Chrijimas, and all my 
Neighbours complain-as well as I; they fay, they 
can get little or no Money for their Product, and 
wonder whither all our Cath is-gone! 

Obj. There are Times, Roger, when God, to pu- 
nifh a finful People or Nation, makes Riches to 
take Wings, and fice away. 

Country-m, \ am fatisfy'd of that, Mafter ; but 
know at the fame Time, that if thofe concern’d in 
publick Managements, have any Hand in wafting 
the Treafure of Nations, they are ne'er a Whit 
the more excufable, becaufe God, in his righteous 
Pesos, fuffers fuch ill Men to prey upon the 

itals of the People: Therefore, Matter, ‘tis my 
Opinion, that whoever-are the Authors or Coun- 
tenancers of fuch Methods as occafion the publick 
Money of any Country to ftagnate, or to run only 
in one Channel, as from B. to ie or fiom E. to B, 
are as guilty of wronging the Health of the State, 
wherever that happens, as any Phyfician is, who- 
being intrufted with a Patient's Health, fhould give 
him fuch Medicines as would make his Blood {tag- 
nate, inftead of making it circulate. 

Obf. You talk like an Apothecary, Roger: Re+ 
member that the Cobler ought riot to go beyond 
his Laff, 

Country-m. Why, you take us Country-men to be 
all a Parcel of thick-skull’d Fellows, Mafter, that 
Know nothing; and therefore yeu would have us 
to ftop our Mouths, and be filent ; bat I’) tell you 
the beft Way to do that, is, to Jet us have goo: 
Store of Beef and Pudding. If we han’t a Belly 
full of that, ‘tisin vain for you, or any Body elfe, 
to think to keep us from enquiring, what becomcs 


of the Money that we fhould have to purchafe it ? 
For if our Riches, which the World does now ge= 
nerally take to confift in Money, fly continuall 
out, and little or none come in, | am fure we ha 
as good fly after it, as ftay at home without it ; 
| Therefore, Mafter, 1 mutt tell you, in plain blunt 


Englifh, 
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Englifb, that Y know noReafon why the Confederate 
Fleets {hould not go and bring home Cafh for the 
King of Spain from the Weft Indies, as wal as the 
French do it for the Duke of Axjon ; for it can ne- 
vet enter into my Noddle, that the French King 
will waht Men, if he have Money enough to pay 
them ; and let our Victories be ever fo numerous or 
great, fo long as he and his Grandfon keep Spain 
and the Weft Indies.. There's not one ofall my Coun- 
try Neighbours that will be perfwaded the French 
King is 0 low, as People give hitn out to be, tho’ 
I _ tis pretty evident, that we have made his 
A@hy run the Gauntlet this Summer in Flanders. 
Obf. Allin good Time, Roger. We have Rea- 
fon to hope well from our late Changes, and to 
believe, that thofe who promoted Addrefles former- 
ly in the Houfe of Lords, that a fufficient Num- 
ber of Men of War fhould -be always kept in the 
Weft Indies, to protect our own Trade, and annoy 
the publick Enemy, will take as much Careas pof- 
fible, to have it put in Praétice now, and our 
Trade enlatg’d in thofe Parts of the World. 
Country-m. 1am fure there’s great need of it, Ma- 
fter ; for it has been woundy much contracted of 
late. Could I and my Country Neighbours have 
geckod to the W-/ Indies with our Carts and Wag- 


gons, we would have try’d ere now, whether we | 


could not have put in with the Monfieurs for a 
Snack of . the Plate, and every Thing elfe, that 1s 
worth bringing from thence, and not.have fuffer'd 
it for fo many Years to have been made Ufe of a- 
gainit us. : 
Obf. You have got fome Chriffmas Ale in your 


Head; Roger, thou rav'(t fo; or elie you have ftole | 
a Bottle of Foan’s belt Oétober, that fhe lay’d by to | 


treat her Friends with. 
Couniry-m. You have got the Way of the World, 
Matter, when a Man ipeaks Truth, they always fay 


he i8 a mad, or a hot-headed Fillow. But I can | 


tel! you, for as little as you think of Foan, fhe whif- 
e:$ in my Ear, that tho’ fhe does not underftand 
oliticks, fhe believes fhe can put a Queftion that 
will puzzie you. 

Obj. That may very well be, Roger; for I re- 
member my Grannum told me in, 
of the Sex, that if a Woman do but look to her 
Apron-ftrings, fhe wi'l never be at a Lofs for what 
to fay. But pray let’s hear the Queftion ? 

Country-m. The Queftion is, Mafter, Whether it 
had not. been better for us to have brought home 
King Charles's Moncy froin the Weft Jndies, to have 
fupperted him in carrying on the War, and have 
been pay'd for Convoy and Carriage, than to pay 


Money for fupporting him out of our own Poc- | 


kets ? 

OLf. Foan’s fo good at asking Queftions, Roger, 
wnat f Sac fhe’s as‘good at making Anfwers ; 
therefore let her anfwer this herfelf. All that 
fhall fay to the Matter, is this; That fince the 
Queen and Parliagnent have declar'd again{t Peace 
with France, till Spain and the Weft Indies be reftor'd 
to the Houle of Avfria, that Prince-muft be fup- 
ported fome how or other, better than he has hi- 
therto been. Wh cetpige 
| -m. And what d’ye think Fcan fays to 
that, Mafter?. ' 

Oly. Out withit, Rogers A dash 

Country-m. She fays it muft be by fuch Campaigns 
of Valencia, asthe Earl of P rough madé in 1706. 
and Ha fuch as Somebody elfe has made there 
m 17O%- 

Oif. Foan'svery witty, Reger. But all this while 
you fay nothing of the Affairs of Portugal. 

Conntry-m. That's all I can fay of “em, Mafter ; 
and would you have me fay more? 

Obf. Nay, hold, good Roger, I am forry to hear 
you fay fo much. | | 

* Country-m. 1 can’t chufe but laugh tho’, Mafter, 
for all my Want of Money, to think what a forry 
Chriftmas the new-marry’d French Couple is like to 


a ~— 


ommendation | 


keep this Year: And if the Germans go onas they 
have begun, | fancy the Pope will have no crest 
Heart to fend them confecrated Blankets for the Lf 
fue of their Marriage next Year. 

Obf. You know the’ Proverb, Roger, that old 
Folks are twice Children. The wife King Solomon 
was made a Fool by Women <in his old Age ; 
and as we have feen the Power of a certain Prince. 
whom his Flatterers call’d invincible, very much 
ecclips d, wedont know but the divine Juftice may 
alfo leave an eternal Blot upon. his fo much ap- 
plauded Wifdom, fince he has made Ufe of ’em 
both againft Heaven. 
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